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Until we see this kind of progress, the U.S. 
cannot give validity to this illegitimate govern-
ment. 
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HONORING BEN G. PORTER 

HON. JIM MARSHALL 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2009 

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to rise today to honor one of Macon, 
Georgia’s great citizens, Ben G. Porter, some-
one who has worked tirelessly to improve the 
quality of life in Middle Georgia and through-
out the State of Georgia. 

Ben and his wife Hazel have lived in Macon 
for over 50 years. He is an avid outdoorsman 
and his passion for the natural beauty of our 
land punctuates his business and charitable 
endeavors. As a former Chairman of the 
Board of Georgia’s Department of Natural Re-
sources, Ben advocated for the conservation 
and preservation of our natural and cultural re-
sources so that current and future generations 
can take pleasure in the unique history, diver-
sity and great beauty found in every region of 
our state. As a founder and member of the 
Ocmulgee Land Trust, as Chairman of the Je-
kyll Island Authority as well as in his service 
as on the Advisory Council of the Trust for 
Public Land, Ben actively encourages property 
owners across our nation to conserve and pro-
tect land that has natural, recreational, scenic, 
historic, or productive value. 

In his hometown of Macon, Ben Porter’s vi-
sion and leadership has anchored a number of 
organizations including the Chamber of Com-
merce, where he served a term as President, 
the Macon Heritage Foundation and Mercer 
University’s School of Medicine, where he cur-
rently serves on the Board of Governors. But, 
his most lasting and—I believe he would 
say—his proudest accomplishment in Macon 
is the leadership he provided along with a 
handful of others in the creation of the 
Ocmulgee Heritage Trail. More than 15 years 
ago, Ben and a small group of civic and public 
leaders in Macon began to envision a walking 
trail that would connect some of Macon’s his-
torical and cultural gems—the Ocmulgee Na-
tional Monument, Rose Hill Cemetery and the 
historic water treatment facility—to its great 
natural asset and the lifeblood of our commu-
nity, the Ocmulgee River. What made this idea 
special was the reason behind it: most of the 
land abutting the Ocmulgee River in Macon 
was owned by private citizens and therefore 
not accessible to the public. There were few 
places where the everyday person in Macon 
could touch the river, could sit beside it in 
quiet contemplation or enjoy the beauty of its 
banks. The gift of river access to the 
Ocmulgee River is the enduring legacy that 
Ben has helped to give to the citizens of 
Macon. Today, the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail 
extends 10 miles, but Ben Porter and the 
other leaders of the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail 
executive board dream big, and eventually the 
Trail will connect landmarks and towns 
throughout Middle Georgia. 

I’d like to close my comments today on a 
personal note. I have known Ben for many 
years in both a professional and personal ca-
pacity. Ben is a man of faith, a generous 
giver, a caring mentor and an exceptional vi-

sionary whose perseverance and quiet yet in-
fluential leadership style has been an example 
to us all. He is savvy, strong and involved. 
And he is someone I am proud to call a friend. 

Please join me in celebrating the life and 
legacy of Ben G. Porter, a great and influential 
citizen of Macon, Georgia. 
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INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 3692, THE 
NATIONAL FOREST ROADLESS 
AREA CONSERVATION ACT 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 1, 2009 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, today, with 
bipartisan support from 151 of my colleagues, 
I introduced the National Forest Roadless 
Area Conservation Act of 2009, which will pro-
tect 58.5 million acres of pristine wild forests 
by prohibiting new road construction and re-
construction and providing critical ecological 
protections. Roadless areas provide clean 
drinking water to over 60 million Americans, 
recreational opportunities, and undeveloped 
habitat for more than 600 threatened, endan-
gered or sensitive plant and animal species. In 
Washington, 2,015,000 acres of roadless 
areas, almost 22 percent of our wildlands, are 
at stake. Washington State crown jewels, like 
Eagle Rock and Dark Divide, should be pre-
served for future generations. This legislation 
will codify the Clinton Administration’s 
Roadless Area Conservation rule to protect 
these lands and move us closer to perma-
nently protecting our nation’s unique and in-
valuable wildlands. 

In 2001, President Clinton issued the 
Roadless Area Conservation Rule, protecting 
58.5 million acres of National Forest land (30 
percent of all National Forest land) from new 
road construction. The Clinton Roadless Rule 
was the result of a two-year rulemaking proc-
ess that included the most extensive public in-
volvement process in federal rulemaking his-
tory. The U.S. Forest Service held more than 
600 meetings, with more than 1.6 million 
Americans submitting comments to the plan, 
where my constituents and many other Ameri-
cans voiced their overwhelming support for the 
rule. 

While the Clinton Roadless Rule enjoyed 
enormous public support, the Bush Adminis-
tration fought a multi-year battle to overturn it. 
In 2005, the Bush Administration issued a new 
roadless rule that removed protections and 
opened roadless areas up for further develop-
ment. In addition, numerous lawsuits have 
tracked the roadless rule’s course, both in 
favor and opposed. Recently, the 9th District 
court has decided in favor of the 2001 
Roadless Rule. This legislation will perma-
nently protect our nation’s roadless areas and 
remove all ambiguity concerning their con-
servation and protection. 

As a native Washingtonian and a lifelong 
outdoorsman, I grew up exploring and enjoy-
ing our National Forests. It is my hope that my 
grandchildren will be able to explore and enjoy 
the same untouched and protected forests that 
I have grown to love. By carefully and thought-
fully conserving our National Forest lands, 
they will be here for future generations to 
come. 

I have led the fight for our roadless areas in 
Congress since 2002 and will continue to seek 
ways to protect our National Forests. 

IN HONOR OF THOMAS J. MANNING 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2009 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Thomas J. Manning and his dedi-
cated years of service to the State of New Jer-
sey and its workers. Mr. Manning recently re-
tired after a long career as an advocate for 
New Jersey’s workers. Through his tenacity 
and hard work he became a positive force in 
the lives of so many. 

In 1969, Mr. Manning graduated from Mater 
Dei High School, located in New Monmouth, 
New Jersey. He soon became involved in the 
steamfitting trade, serving a five year appren-
ticeship before achieving the position of Me-
chanical Superintendent. Mr. Manning is a 
member of Local Union No. 475 and has 
served his union in a number of distinguished 
capacities. In 1994, he was elected to the po-
sition of Business Agent and in 2000 he was 
selected to serve as the union’s Business 
Manager. He was also a trustee and Co- 
Chairman of the Steamfitters Local 475 Em-
ployee Benefit Trust Fund. 

Mr. Manning has also served in several 
state-wide union positions, during which time 
he represented and fought for thousands of 
his fellow workers. He served as President of 
the New Jersey State Association of Pipe 
Trades. In this capacity, he worked to rep-
resent 11,000 plumbers, pipefitters, 
sprinklerfitters, and HVAC service providers. 
Mr. Manning has also served as Vice Presi-
dent of the New Jersey State Building and 
Construction Trades, President of the Mechan-
ical Allied Crafts, and as an Executive Board 
Member of the New Jersey AFL-CIO. 

Mr. Manning is a founding member of my 
labor advisory committee and has become a 
trusted advisor to me on not only labor issues 
but on the environment, the economy and 
workers’ health care. 

Importantly, Mr. Manning sought to continue 
his education in the fields of labor and political 
studies. He completed courses in both Labor 
Law and Labor History at Cornell University’s 
School of Industrial and Labor Relations. He 
also attended Rutgers University’s Labor Edu-
cation Center where he studied political 
science. 

Mr. Manning has been a member of numer-
ous government and local advisory groups. In 
2005, he was appointed by Governor Dick 
Codey to serve as a member of the School 
Construction Corporation Board of Directors. 
He also served as a member of New Jersey 
Governor Jon Corzine’s Economic Develop-
ment Transition Team and was later appointed 
to a position with the New Jersey Economic 
Development Authority. 

Madam Speaker, Local 475, the labor 
movement and the people of New Jersey are 
losing a true champion with the retirement of 
Tom Manning. I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in celebrating his impres-
sive career. His long record of advocacy on 
behalf of New Jersey’s workers is truly re-
markable. 
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